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The Death of John Hay. 

The death of John Hay, though not wholly unex- 
pected, fell as a great affliction upon the whole nation, 
and, indeed, upon the whole world. There was no 
other man in public life, in any country, so far as we 
know, who was so universally respected, honored, 
and trusted. Appreciation of him was even deeper 
and stronger, if possible, among foreign peoples than 
at home. He was known and felt to be a truly in- 
ternational man, a man of the whole race, to whom 
justice and humanity knew no national boundaries, 
but were the same in China as in Great Britain or the 
United States. 

There is so much in the world of low motive and 
persistent evil that pessimism as to the future of 
humanity is a state of mind into which it is very easy 
to fall. But this world-wide appreciation of a man 
like Mr. Hay makes one feel that after all there is a 
great deal of conscience and high moral aspiration 
among men in all parts of the globe, which give a 
most encouraging augury for the future. 

It would be easy enough perhaps to point out 
special things in Mr. Hay's international work which 
are properly open to criticism. Some of the things 
which he did, or rather allowed himself to approve, 
have seemed to us entirely wrong from the moral 
point of view. But only a few persons have ever 



doubted that his course in these matters was dictated 
by what he believed to be the true and best interests 
of all concerned, or that he was always loyal, or at 
least meant to be loyal, to the great principles of jus- 
tice, equality and brotherhood. 

Mr. Hay's great and wide influence over the world 
did not come from the possession of extraordinary 
abilities. In certain directions, to be sure, he had 
remarkable talent, but on the whole he was not 
enough above the average man in the political field 
to have given him the rank to which he attained. 
The real secret of his power was his goodness, his 
unswerving loyalty to truth and principle, which 
made it as easy for him to do right, as he conceived 
it, in Washington as in a Sunday school. Wealth 
did not eat out his vitality. Position did not make him 
haughty and exclusive. He remained a man, and 
grew more of u man in it all, so that it was always 
Mr. Hay himself that drew and held the attention, 
and not the high position that came to him, or the 
wealth that fell into his possession. 

That he had greatly at heart the world's peace does 
not need to be said. Everybody that knew him, 
knew it. What he said in opening the great Peace 
Congress at Boston last October and welcoming the 
delegates in the name of the government was nothing 
but the simple expression of what he was and of the 
principles and motives out of which his conduct 
sprung. Mr. Hay held views about the admissibility 
of war under certain circumstances to which many of 
the friends of peace cannot subscribe, but on the con- 
structive side of the organization of peace among the 
nations he was in the front rank of peacemakers. He 
believed in and promoted justice — and justice is one 
of the cornerstones of peace. He believed in the 
equality of right of the nations, great and small, 
strong and weak. With all the weight of his high 
position, as far as it was possible for him to do acting 
in conjunction with other men, he believed in and 
practiced international amity and good-fellowship. 
To do to others as we would have them do to us was 
to him in international affairs as self-evident a rule 
of conduct as in the relations of the members of a 
family, a church or a community. 

Here is where his great strength lay, and it was 
this that made him the beloved and trusted of all 
men of all lands. In frankness and straightforward- 
ness his diplomacy in the State Department did not 
differ noticeably from that of the eminent men who 
had preceded him in the Secretaryship of State. 
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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



August and September, 



But he won the unique distirfction of putting promi- 
nently and clearly forward the Golden Rule as the 
principle which should guide the nation and its 
citizens in all their relations with other peoples. 
He could not, of course, in all matters, carry out this 
great Christian rule of conduct, but he did his best 
in that direction, and he nailed the rule up in the 
State Department to remain there. 

It is known to many that Mr. Hay was very de- 
sirous to push the organization of arbitration among 
the nations as fast and as far as possible. He nego- 
tiated in two months no less than eleven treaties 
with other governments, ten of which were sent to 
the Senate. If obstacles to their completion had not 
arisen, he would probably before his death have had 
our country bound by treaty to arbitrate its differ- 
ences with all the important powers of the world. 
It is known by his friends that he suffered keenly 
from the criticisms and misinterpretations which 
befell him in connection with these treaties. The 
taunt that he was trying to have the State Depart- 
ment usurp an authority not belonging to it fell like 
a powerful battle axe upon him. To one of his 
friends he wrote, in substance: "Heaven knows 
that I had only a sincere desire to promote a little 
further the establishment and maintenance of peace 
on earth." 

It looks as if Mr. Hay could be poorly spared 
from world-politics at the present time, when so 
much of ambition, greed and injustice is everywhere 
struggling for the mastery ; but perhaps what he did 
and the high example of a brave and noble disinter- 
estedness which he gave the world may make him 
dead just as powerful for promoting righteousness 
and peace as if he had remained alive. 



The Chinese Boycott. 

The boycott of American goods in China is evi- 
dently a most serious affair, and it will take the wis- 
est and most patient statesmanship at Washington to 
prevent it from having very serious results in the 
relations of the two countries. It went into effect 
on the 19th of July, as was learned at the State De- 
partment from a despatch sent by Consul-Genera] 
Rogers at Shanghai. A circular, a copy of which 
was received at Washington was issued by a literary 
society in Shanghai and distributed through the em- 
pire asking the natives to join in the boycott of 
American products. Though every effort was made 
by the American officials in China and by the Chinese 
government itself, the appeal of the circular was re- 
sponded to by the natives in an eager and excited 
way. 

The immediate cause of the boycott was of course 
the recent severe and inhuman treatment by Ameri- 
can immigration officials of a Chinaman returning to 
this country from China, but who was a native citi- 



zen of the United States, and who had simply gone 
over on a visit. The story of this occurrence got 
quickly back to China, and along with it all sorts of 
rumors got into circulation of maltreatment of China- 
men in this country. These stories, as, for instance, 
of the beheading of two hundred coolies in America, 
were naturally believed by the ignorant Chinese. 

The American diplomats and consuls in China are 
doing all in their power to counteract these false 
stories, though they find the task no easy one. The 
Chinese authorities also are sincerely, it is believed, 
cooperating with them, but it is not likely that the 
movement of the populace, under the instigation of 
intelligent Chinese who wish to see their country no 
longer in bondage to foreign powers, can be counter- 
acted before it has done immense damage to American 
trade. 

The United States authorities at Washington pro- 
fess to be amazed at the persistence of the situation. 
The highly commendable action of President Roose- 
velt in censuring the immigration official referred to 
above, and in ordering that hereafter the Chinese ex- 
clusion law be interpreted in a more liberal and gen- 
erous way, they think ought to have relieved the 
trouble at once. Do they really think so ? 

No one who has carefully considered, from the 
point of view of justice and fairness and of the most 
elemental morality, the subject of our exclusion of 
Chinese laborers as a class and the indignities put 
upon those of other classes, is the least surprised at the 
boycott. Nor will he be surprised if it becomes per- 
manent, and continues as long as present conditions 
last. The trouble is what might have been expected, 
as every bad policy is sure in time to let fall its evil 
fruit. The real matter of wonder is that the Chinese 
government has not retaliated long ago, and put in 
force a counter exclusion measure. Only two things 
have prevented this — the eminent service done for the 
empire by our State Department in recent years and 
the general weakness of China. But now that she 
is coming to a consciousness of herself, and begins to 
understand that the West may after all be just as 
weak and helpless as the East, the fruits of our quar- 
ter of a century of dishonor towards her are sure to 
be gathered with painful rapidity, if we do not repent 
of our wickedness and bring forth fruit meet for re- 
pentance. The boycott in the hands of the Chinese 
masses may prove to be more potent than armies and 
navies, and it is an instrument against which the big- 
gest " expeditions " would be perfectly helpless. 

The only effective and speedy way — if there is 
any speedy way — to relieve the situation and create 
popular confidence in our country among the Chinese 
is our return to the ways of simple justice. The 
Chinese exclusion law, which has been a disgrace to 
the nation ever since its first enactment, ought to be 
forthwith expunged from the statute book, as soon as 
Congress reassembles, and the Chinamen put upon 



